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The  Avenue  of  the  Arts  is  a  major  spine  of 
the  city.  It  offers  the  potential  to  extend 
the  range  of  spaces  that  both  residents  and 
visitors  use  to  explore  the  arts.  Future 
efforts  to  link  together  cultural  institutions 
might  include  the  Museum  of  the  National 
Center  Afro-American  Artsis,  parks,  and 
other  attractions  in  surrounding  areas. 

Boylston  Street  is  a  major  corridor  for 
traffic  to  Longwood,  downtown,  Fenway 
Park,  and  educational  institutions,  as  well 
as  nearby  neighborhoods  like  Back  bay, 
Mission  Hill,  Roxbury,  and  Jamaica  Plain. 
Creating  a  boulevard  environment  would 
require  a  comprehensive  traffic  system  as 
well. 

This  is  a  major  connector  between 
neighborhoods  like  Fenway,  Kenmore 
Square,  and  Audubon  Circle;  medical  and 
educational  institutions;  and  green  and 
blue  spaces.  All  of  these  connections  are 
vital  for  the  city,  but  require  a  broader 
approach  to  transportation,  parks,  and 
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Continue  the  planning  for  enhancement  of 
the  Avenue  of  the  Arts,  with  special 
attention  to  the  needs  of  pedestrians. 
Develop  a  consensus  for  extending  the 
avenue  in  ways  that  create  unified  identity 
but  also  allow  other  districts  (e.g., 
Longwood)  to  maintain  their  legibility  as 
well. 

Traffic  calming,  enhancement  of  frontage, 
control  of  signage,  buffering  of  parking 
and  other  open  lots,  and  infill  of  vacant- 
looking  spaces  have  all  been  suggested  at 
community  meetings  and  in  previous 
planning  reports. 

Wider  sidewalks  and  standards  for  signage 
and  frontage  could  enhance  the  overall 
feel  of  this  street.  Much  depends  on  what 
happens  with  the  development  of  the  air 
rights  over  the  Massachusetts  Turnpike. 
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Working  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Fenway  Alliance,  the  City  has  designated 
Huntington  Avenue  a  major  cultural 
district.  Physical  improvements  of  $9.8 
million  implemented  starting  in  Summer 
1998.  The  challenge  is  to  connect  the  arts 
district  with  neighborhoods  all  along  the 
avenue  from  Copley  Square  to  the 
Riverway,  and  also  to  develop 
connections  on  both  sides  of  the  avenue. 

The  Boylston  Street  corridor  -  with  its 
rusty  fences,  ugly  and  confusing  signage 
and  billboards,  etc.  -  needs  a  major 
enhancement  effort  in  preparation  for  the 
opening  of  the  Landmark  Center 

This  street  serves  as  a  major  connector 
from  the  Boylston  intersection  at  the  Sears 
rotary,  past  Fenway  Park,  to 
Commonwealth  Avenue.  The  street  is 
unsightly,  offers  inadequate  space  for 
pedestrians  and  bicyclists,  and  feels 
dangerous  to  all.  Many  establishments  do 
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This  area  is  a  major  magnet  for  young 
people  in  the  city  and  region. 

Help  relate  the  character  of  the 
neighborhood  to  outsiders. 

Important  connector  to  parks,  institutions, 
and  major  corridors.  Also  an  important 
gateway  to  parks  and  residential  areas. 

Important  for  welcoming  people  from 
inside  and  outside  the  city. 

The  city  as  a  whole  needs  a  major  signage 
initiative. 
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Implement  a  carefully  designed  "zone  of 
transition"  to  allow  these  activities  to 
continue  without  threatening  neighbors. 
Special  efforts  are  needed  to  channel 
traffic. 

The  neighborhood  needs  "gateway" 
designs  for  Bolyston  Street  and 
Huntington  Avenue. 

Short-term  improvements  might  include 
simple  park  redesign  and  landscaping, 
including  outdoors  furniture.  Long-term 
improvements  might  include  traffic 
rerouting. 

Follow  up  on  street  furniture  initiatives 
(toilets,  kiosks,  bus  shelters).  Develop 
neighborhood  and  citywide  needs 
assessment  for  other  basic  public  realm 
needs.  Assure  that  initiatives  are  well 
distributed  and  help  areas  that  have  not 
received  such  improvements  in  the  past. 

Enforce  existing  codes  more  thoroughly. 
Develop  an  enforceable  policy  on 
billboards  and  other  signs  and  frontage 
that  affect  the  experience  of  using  major 
boulevards  like  Boylston  Street  and 
Commonwealth  Avenue.  Contribute  to  a 
citywide  initiative  to  develop  clean, 
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not  maintain  their  property  along  the 
street. 

The  nightclub  area  on  Lansdowne  Street  is 
an  international  gathering  spot  and  does 
much  to  foster  diversity  and  vitality  in  the 
neighborhood.  But  the  noise,  traffic,  and 
trash  can  be  overwhelming  for  neighbors. 

Because  of  its  central  location,  outsiders 
need  to  know  when  they  are  entering  a 
neighborhood  area  so  that  they  can  adjust 
their  behavior  accordingly.  For  example, 
drivers  coming  off  Storrow  Drive  need  to 
be  reminded  that  Boylston  Street  is  not  a 
continuation  of  the  high-speed  highway 
system 

This  intersection,  complete  with  elegant 
pillars,  offers  a  potentially  dramatic 
gateway  to  the  Back  Bay  Fens  going  west 
and  the  Massachusetts  Avenue/Huntington 
Avenue  intersection  going  east.  It  is  run 
down,  its  open  space  is  poorly  designed 
and  landscaped,  and  traffic  congestion 
undermines  the  sense  of  centeredness. 

Especially  given  large  influxes  of  visitors 
to  baseball  stadium  and  cultural 
institutions,  efforts  are  needed  to  orient 
and  accommodate  people  in  public  spaces. 

The  neighborhood's  signage  is 
inconsistent,  contradictory,  ugly,  and  often 
unhelpful  -  and  orient  the  streets  toward 
automobile  rather  than  pedestrian  traffic. 
The  neighborhood's  systems  -  streets, 
parks,  commercial  areas,  major 
institutions  -  need  consistent  standards 
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Westland/Hemenway  gateway 

Amenities  (kiosks,  toilets,  information 
boards,  etc.) 
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The  sense  of  connectedness  is  important 
for  the  identity  and  future  development  of 
the  area.  Large  gaps  in  the  streetscape 
create  disorientation. 

Public  art  would  create  a  public  face  for 
residents  and  visitors  alike.  It  would  help 
to  foster  cultural  connections  between 
Fenway  and  other  neighborhoods.  It 
would  also  provide  a  means  to  engage 
young  people  in  the  life  of  the 
neighborhood  and  city. 

It  is  important  to  accommodate 
commercial  activity  and  direct  traffic  in 
ways  that  protect  our  neighborhoods. 
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In  the  short  term,  provide  incentives  for 
berms  and  other  screening.  In  the  lonbg 
term,  develop  zoning  and  other  incentives 
to  build  on  these  lots  to  create  greater 
connectivity  and  activity.  These  valuable 
parcels  should  foster  synergy  in  economic 
life. 

The  neighborhood  needs  a  comprehensive 
strategy  for  displaying  art  in  buildings  and 
public  spaces. 

Encourage  or  require  rear  delivery  at 
major  stores,  restaurants,  bars  and 
nightclubs,  and  other  establishments. 
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that  are  enforced.  Appearance  matters, 
especially  at  the  neighborhood's 
gateways. 

Partly  because  of  the  existence  of  Fenway 
park  and  nightclubs  in  the  area,  many  lots 
on  Boylston  Street  are  left  vacant  for 
parking.  Owners  of  the  lots  can  earn 
upwards  of  $200,000  without  fostering 
useful  activity  in  the  streets. 

Because  it  offers  the  city's  greatest 
concentration  of  arts  and  cultural 
institutions,  the  neighborhood  has  a  reason 
to  promote  art  everywhere. 

At  major  stores,  restaurants,  medical 
centers,  and  other  high-volume  businesses 
in  the  area,  delivery  trucks  create  traffic 
congestion  and  undermine  pedestrian 
spaces. 
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where  people  can  develop  programs  for 
the  neighborhood. 
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The  Back  Bay  Fens  is  a  citywide  resource 
which  would  be  better  used  with  a  greater 
number  of  easy  and  safe  ways  of  getting 
in  and  out. 

The  Back  Bay  Fens  is  a  citywide  resource 
which  would  be  enhanced  with  a  plan  to 
make  sure  that  all  of  its  buildings  serve  a 
clear  purpose  and  fit  into  the  larger  natural 
environment. 

Lighting  is  critical  to  creating  a  sense  of 
continuity  and  security  for  residents  and 
visitors  alike. 

The  reeds  present  major  problems  of 
appearance  and  environmental  design  that 
affect  the  whole  Muddy  River  from 
Jamaica  Pond  to  the  Charles  River. 
Jamaica  Plain,  Mission  Hill,  and  the 
Fenway  are  all  affected,  as  is  the 
neighboring  Town  of  Brookline. 

As  a  key  connector  between  both  ends  of 
Boylston  Street  -  the  Massachusetts 
Avenue  side  and  the  West  Fenway  side  - 
the  gardens  serve  as  a  major  transitional 
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Rehabilitate  the  paths  that  lead  to  Evans 
Way  and  the  front  of  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts.  Enhance  the  lighting  of  Aggasiz 
Street  and  provide  activity  at  the  park 
house,  possibly  with  a  community  center. 
Improve  lighting  all  around. 

The  Duck  House  at  Agassiz  Street  could 
be  rehabilitated  as  a  ranger  station.  The 
firehouse  encroaches  on  park  space  and 
could  be  removed.  The  pump  house  is 
scheduled  to  be  rebuilt  by  Boston  Water 
and  Sewer  Commission.  One  of  these 
spaces  might  be  an  appropriate  site  for  a 
community  center. 

Develop  clear  standards  for  different  types 
of  spaces  (major  collectors,  neighborhood 
streets,  parks,  etc.).  Work  with  different 
jurisdictions  (e.g..  Metropolitan  District 
Commission  and  Parks  Department)  to 
coordinate  lighting. 

Continue  efforts  to  replace  reeds  with 
more  manageable  and  less 
environmentally  destructive  plantings,  as 
part  of  the  overall  rehabilitation  of  the 
Muddy  River. 

Develop  a  comprehensive  bicycle  network 
in  the  neighborhood  that  provides  safe 
spaces  along  the  perimeter  of  the  park. 
Ban  bicycles  inside  the  park.  Invest  in 
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Getting  in  and  out  of  the  park  can 
sometimes  be  difficult  and  dangerous. 
Offering  more  well-designed  and  well-lit 
pathways  would  create  a  steadier  stream 
of  users  and  create  a  greater  sense  of 
security. 

A  number  of  buildings  in  the  park  are 
nuisances  and  detract  from  the  aesthetics 
of  the  park  experience. 

System  of  lighting  is  uneven,  sometimes 
too  dim  and  sometimes  too  harsh  .  .  . 
streetlight  styles  should  be  uniform  for 
similar  kinds  of  spaces. 

Phragmites  are  an  environmental  problem 
for  the  Muddy  River  because  they  cause 
buildup  of  silt  and  other  materials  in  the 
bed  of  the  river.  The  reeds  also  damage 
the  sightlines  of  the  park.  Phragmites  are  a 
nuisance  species  that  thwarts  diversity  of 
vegetation. 

The  gardens  provide  a  vital  public  space 
for  friends  and  neighbors  to  gather.  The 
gardens  are  hurt  by  bicycle  traffic  through 
the  interior  paths  and  aggressive  weeds  in 
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space.  They  also  provide  an  important 
active  public  space  not  dominated  by 
commercial  activity. 

As  Fenways  most  visible  attraction  west 
of  Massachusetts  Avenue,  the  Mother's 
Rest  is  a  vital  connection  from  the  Back 
Bay  to  the  Fenway. 

River  is  a  major  regional  resource  and  is 
critical  to  connecting  Boston's 
communities  and  other  nearby  towns  and 
cities. 

As  the  neighborhoods  "in  the  middle  of  it 
all,"  Fenway,  Kenmore,  and  Audubon 
Circle  increasingly  define  the  character  of 
the  whole  City.  These  mixed-use  areas 
provide  a  model  for  balanced 
development  throughout  the  City. 
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more  attractive  fencing  along  the  edges  of 
the  park  area. 

Continue  efforts  to  differentiate  space  in 
the  Mother's  Rest  area  and  to  improve 
pathways  into  the  area.  Develop  spaces 
and  programs  in  cooperation  with  the 
Fenway's  two  new  secondary  schools, 
located  nearby  on  Ipswich  Street. 

Metropolitan  District  Commission  is 
conducting  a  public  visioning  process 
through  a  citizens  advisory  committee. 
Contact  is  Rick  Corsi  (727-9693  x263); 
next  meeting  is  Wednesday,  May  27. 
Master  Plan  will  cover  park  land  from  the 
Museum  of  Science  to  Watertown  Square. 
Process  started  in  June  1997,  with 
subcommittees  on  access  and  circulation, 
land  use,  water  use,  and  horticulture.  Draft 
report  at  end  of  summer;  final  report  in 
September.  Looking  at  ISTEA  and  state 
bonding  as  sources  for  funding,  as  well  as 
abutters  to  contribute  dedicated  moneys  to 
parks  trust  fund. 

Only  a  comprehensive  transportation  plan 
-  which  addresses  concerns  about 
commuter  traffic  (especially  the  role  of 
major  carriers  like  Storrow  Drive  and  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike),  air  rights 
development,  mass  transit,  mixed-use 
development  in  nearby  neighborhoods - 
can  open  up  the  possibility  of  opening  up 
the  river  to  all  nearby  communities.  This 
plan  must  be  part  of  an  overall  vision  of 
the  Fenway  and  the  City  as  a  "green  and 
blue"  community. 
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the  Muddy  River  which  obscure  views 
into  the  park  area.  The  edges  of  the 
gardens  are  somewhat  unattractive, 
especially  in  the  winter. 

Parks  Department  has  coordinated 
construction  of  a  new  path,  and  Berklee 
College  of  Music  has  installed  new 
children's  play  equipment. 

Waterway  provides  east-west  connection 
of  blue  space  with  Muddy  River  at 
Fenway/Kenmore  and  Boston  Harbor  at 
Charlestown/North  End.  Developing  a 
coordinated  approach  to  planning  the 
basin  area  is  vital  to  community  and 
transportation  planning  as  well  as  parks 
and  open  spaces. 

The  Charles  River,  one  of  the  City's 
greatest  natural  spaces,  is  cut  off  from 
Fenway/Kenmore/Audubon  Circle.  To 
approach  the  river,  residents  must  go  to 
Massachusetts  Avenue  or  Boston 
University  Bridge. 
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A  "green  and  blue" 

Fenway/Kenmore/Audubon  Circle  would 
not  only  enhance  the  neighborhood,  but 
also  create  a  more  coherent  ideal  for 
planning  throughout  the  City.  The 
neighborhood's  role  as  a  gateway  and  a 
crossroads  -  connecting  the  downtown 
with  the  neighborhoods  -  would  create  a 
model  for  all  types  of  communities. 
Fenway  Alliance  is  seeking  comments  to  a 
draft  of  its  Muddy  River  Restoration  and 
Action  Plan. 

Two  of  the  city's  greatest  assets  -  the 
Emerald  Necklace  and  the  Charles  River - 
are  "broken"  by  the  Bowker.  Access  for 
all  residents  of  the  city  is  important.  Many 
residents  find  reconnecting  Back  Bay  and 
the  Fenway  desirable.  Reconfiguring  the 
Bowker  is  also  important  to  the  goal  of 
reconnecting  Commonwealth  Avenue. 

A  critical  element  in  connecting 
Commonwealth  Avenue.  It  has  the 
potential  to  create  continuity  even  with  the 
continued  existence  of  the  Bowker 
overpass.  It  could  serve  as  a  major  public 
space  for  businesses,  schools,  and 
residents. 
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Pursue  state  and  local  processes  for 
improving  the  water  quality  of  the  river. 
Explore  possibility  of  "daylighting" 
culverted  portions  of  river,  e.g,  the  section 
under  the  old  Sears  parking  lot.  Develop  a 
comprehensive  strategy  to  eradicate  reeds 
that  obstruct  water  flow  and  contribute  to 
pollution.  Make  the  improvement  of  the 
Muddy  River  a  major  priority  in 
enhancing  the  natural  and  recreational 
appeal  of  the  community.  When 
addressing  the  Bowker  Overpass, 
highlight  the  importance  of  the  Muddy 
River's  merging  into  the  Charles  River. 

Shortterm  goals  might  include  improving 
pedestrian  spaces  by  widening  sidewalks, 
making  improvements  to  the 
Charlesgate/Boylston  parks  and  the 
Charlesgate/Commonwealth  park,  and 
enhancing  the  Ipswich  view  of  the  Muddy 
River.  Longterm  goals  could  include 
reducing  traffic  on  the  overpass  or 
eliminating  or  submerging  the  overpass 
altogether. 

Work  with  Community  Outreach  Group 
on  its  plans  for  a  design  charrette.  Pursue 
design  changes  to  make  the  space  safe  and 
attractive  for  passive  and  active  use. 
Consider  the  specific  activities  that  the 
park  might  accommodate,  e.g., 
playground,  gardens,  outdoor  eating  or 
music  space.  Develop  a  strategy  that 
makes  good  use  of  the  space  for  the  next 
generation  while  other  efforts  are  being 
pursued  to  reorient  the  Bowker  Overpass. 
Landscaping,  design  enhancements, 
connections  to  Commonwealth  Avenue 
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Polluted  and  partly  culverted  stream  is  not 
safe  or  accessible  for  recreation  or  passive 
enjoyment.  Water  that  flows  from  Jamaica 
Pond  to  Charles  River  could  provide 
dramatic  and  human-scale  linkage  to  other 
parts  of  Boston.  Sedimentation  of  river 
bed  and  inadequate  channeling  of  runoff 
pose  danger  of  costly  floods  similar  to 
1996  disaster. 

This  connection  from  Boylston  Street  to 
Storrow  Drive  and  Commonwealth 
Avenue  severely  damages  the  appearance 
of  the  area.  Pedestrian  movement  is  also 
impeded  by  fast-moving  traffic.  Access  to 
Charles  River  is  completely  impeded. 
Muddy  River  is  broken  off  at  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike. 

Park  under  overpass  is  barren  and 
unwelcoming.  The  park's  use  and 
appearance  is  seriously  marred  by  the 
Bowker  Overpass,  which  blocks  light  and 
damages  sightlines.  It  offers  no  real 
attractions  to  youngsters  at  nearby  schools 
or  pedestrians  along  Commonwealth 
Avenue.  Location  near  school  and  on 
major  boulevard  offers  great  opportunity 
for  both  passive  and  active  green  space. 
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Commuter  lines  serve  an  essential  role  in 
linking  the  suburbs  and  City.  An  efficient 
commuter  system  could  dramatically 
reduce  automobile  congestion,  making  the 
neighborhoods  safer  and  more  pleasant  for 
visitors  and  residents  alike. 

Station  will  be  a  gateway  into  the  area  for 
visitors  from  all  over  the  City  and  beyond. 
Redesign  could  enhance  commuting  and 
recreation  transportation  options. 
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Encourage  the  MBTA  to  continue  and 
possibly  extend  service.  Surveys  show  that 
trolleys  attract  more  ridership  than  even 
efficient  bus  lines  like  the  39  line.  It  is 
critical  for  Fenway  to  be  connected  by 
trolley  to  neighborhoods  north  and  south. 
Choice  is  the  most  important  element  in  a 
multi-model  transportation  system. 

Develop  a  design  to  transform  the 
platforms  into  a  year-round  commuter 
service  station. 

Redesign  is  underway  to  create  a  more 
pleasant  environment  and  encourage 
shoppers  at  Landmark  Center. 
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The  MBTA  service  on  this  train  has  been 
interrupted  and  spotty.  Service  between 
Brighain's  Circle  and  Heath  Square  was 
suspended  for  months  after  the  flood  of 
1996.  Service  from  Hearth  Square  to 
Forest  Hills  has  been  suspended  for  years. 
Service  is  considered  a  critical  connector 
along  Huntington  Avenue. 

The  Franklin  branch  of  the  commuter  line 
should  increase  its  service  to  encourage 
commuters  and  visitors  to  reduce  car 
usage.  That  branch  is  used  during  Red  Sox 
games. 

Station  is  unattractive  and  feels 
threatening.  Poor  design  and  connections 
discourage  users  of  line.  If  designed  well, 
station  could  become  a  hub  of  activity  for 
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Commonwealth  Avenue  is  one  of  the 
City's  great  pedestrian  boulevards,  but  its 
fracture  near  Kenmore  undermines  the 
texture  of  the  whole  City.  To  integrate 
neighborhoods  into  the  City,  such 
boulevards  need  to  be  seamless 
throughout. 

A  strong  connection  from  the  western 
suburbs  to  two  major  employment  centers 
(Longwood  and  downtown)  and  the 
airport.  Plans  would  also  enable  possible 
redesign  of  Storrow  Drive  by  reducing 
automobile  traffic.  Large-scale 
improvements  would  depend  on 
accommodating  greater  levels  of  traffic 
and  better  connections  on  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike. 

Since  many  Longwood  employees  and 
users  are  located  outside  the  city,  any 
comprehensive  plan  would  reduce  impact 
of  institutions  and  create  more  transit 
options  for  the  metropolitan  areas. 

The  Urban  Ring  would  create  the  first 
metropolitan-wide  system  linking  together 
the  communities  surrounding  Boston. 

As  one  of  Boston's  "crossroads" 
communities,  any  improvements  in  transit 
would  relieve  bottlenecks  and  enhance  the 
overall  appearance  and  functioning  of  the 
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Pursue  short-  and  long-term  options  for 
improving  continuity  of  street.  Begin  with 
improvement  of  Charlesgate  park, 
redesign  of  T  station,  and  development  of 
better  pedestrian  access  to  median  park. 
Continue  with  amelioration  of  Bowker 
Overpass  traffic. 

The  extension  of  the  Blue  line  is  already 
planned  to  Charles  Circle.  Transportation 
planners  have  suggested  a  link  to 
Kenmore  Square  and  then  out  along  the 
Green  line's  D  trunk  to  Route  128. 

Longwood  traffic  issue  should  be  explored 
in  relation  to  larger  traffic  demands  of  city 
and  metropolis. 

Support  the  continued  study  of  such  a 
system. 

Consider  development  of  a  system  of 
public  transit  or  coordinated  shuttles  that 
link  Fenway  institutions  to  each  other  and 
to  similar  enterprises  in  Cambridge,  South 
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both  Landmark  Center  and  Longwood 
institutions. 

Square  has  become  a  major  hub  of  activity 
associated  with  universities  and 
businesses.  Between  Massachusetts 
Avenue  and  Kenmore  T  station,  street  is 
fragmented  and  grandeur  of 
Commonwealth  Avenue  is  lost. 

The  extension  of  the  Blue  line  along  the 
Charles  River  off  Charles  Circle  offers  a 
relatively  cheap  way  to  improve  transit 
connections  and  speed  in  the 
neighborhood,  as  well  as  a  major 
improvement  for  commuter  traffic. 

The  Longwood  Medical  Area  needs  better 
transit  links.  The  D  line  location  and  E 
line  frequency  are  both  problematic.  The 
buses  operate  helter-skelter.  Shuttles  need 
to  stop  at  the  Kenmore  and  Ruggles  T 
stops. 

The  possible  construction  of  a 
circumferential  transit  system  -  which 
links  Charlestown,  Somerville, 
Cambridge,  Brookline,  Longwood, 
Dudley,  northern  Dorchester,  and  South 
Boston  -  would  create  important  new 
connections  to  Fenway's  major  medical 
and  educational  institutions. 

Fenway/Kenmore/Audubon  Circle's 
medical  institutions  constitute  one  of  the 
nation's  largest  employment  centers.  This 
clustering  of  workers  could  support  a 
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Blue  line  extension 
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Audubon  Circle  is  a  mixed-use 
community  at  a  crossroads,  which  handles 
regional  and  City  traffic  to  major 
institutions  and  recreational  destinations. 

As  a  central  City  neighborhood,  Fenway 
affects  the  wellbeing  of  many  nearby 
neighborhoods  such  as  Back  Bay  and 
Mission  Hill. 

This  area  lies  at  the  crossroads  of  Fenway, 
Audubon  Circle,  Longwood,  and  Mission 
Hill.  It  is  a  major  hinge  for  the  northern 
and  southern  parts  of  the  City  and  a 
critical  connector  for  the  Emerald 
Necklace. 

Any  reduction  of  congestion  would 
enhance  pedestrian  environment,  reduce 
pollution  pressures,  and  promote  more 
transit  options. 

Possible  reduction  of  metropolitan  traffic 
and  encouragement  of  mixed-use 
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Boston,  and  Dudley  area,  as  well  as 
existing  transit  stations. 

Commission  a  traffic  study,  with  emphasis 
on  safety  for  pedestrians.  Develop  strategy 
for  residential  development.  Develop 
system  for  routing  traffic  to  Landmark 
Center  and  Kenmore  Square. 

In  the  short  term,  install  traffic  calming 
measures  (e.g.,  textured  surfaces)  and 
signage  to  signal  to  drivers  that  they  are 
entering  a  residential  neighborhood.  In  the 
long  term,  pursue  other  strategies  to 
reduce  or  redirect  traffic  coming  into  the 
neighborhood  from  Storrow  Drive  and  the 
Mass  Pike. 

Develop  a  more  detailed  and  longterm 
traffic  plan  for  the  area  than  the  plan 
submitted  by  the  Abbey  Group. 

Incentives  or  master  plan  for  traffic  and 
parking  issues. 

MASCO  has  initiated  a  number  of  transit 
subsidies  and  housing  opportunities  to 
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transit  connector  to  take  better  advantage 
of  existing  transit  options  and  create 
support  for  more  transit  options.  Greater 
reliance  on  transit  is  essential  for 
Fenway/Kenmore/Audubon  Circle  to 
avoid  being  overrun  with  automobile 
traffic. 

Residential  area  has  been  overwhelmed  by 
automobile  traffic,  cut  off  by  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  overpass.  Nearby 
development  of  Landmark  Center 
threatens  more  congestion.  Community 
also  concerned  about  the  effects  of 
institutional  development. 

Traffic,  often  originating  from 
Massachusetts  Turnpike,  overwhelms 
Boylston  Street  and  poses  serious  dangers 
to  pedestrians  (especially  at  first 
intersection). 

The  access  to  the  new  Landmark  Center 
will  present  serious  traffic  problems.  The 
so-called  Sears  circle  is  confusing  and 
dangerous  for  drivers,  cyclists,  and 
pedestrians  alike.  The  traffic  problems 
extend  to  the  perimeter  of  the  "missing 
piece"  of  the  Emerald  Necklace.  Parking 
is  also  an  issue,  with  1,775  spaces  planned 
for  the  development. 

Most  hospital  parking  lots  are  poorly 
managed.  We  need  a  plan  to  reduce  cross 
traffic  in  the  lots  because  of  the  damaging 
effects  of  traffic  around  the  lots. 

The  neighborhood  needs  to  encourage  a 
comprehensive  strategy  for  getting 
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Traffic  coming  from  Storrow  Drive  to 
Boylston  Street 

Landmark  Center  area  traffic  and  parking 
planning 
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A  Citywide  network  requires  seamlessness 
throughout  the  City,  especially  in 
neighborhoods  like  the  Fenway  with  many 
"broken  pieces." 

Enhancement  of  multi-modal 
transportation.  Take  advantage  of 
neighborhood's  natural,  cultural,  and 
business  assets  with  the  completion  of  a 
citywide  bicycle  network. 

Improving  the  texture  of  automobile- 
related  spaces  helps  to  change  the  overall 
image  of  the  neighborhood. 

Greater  convenience  without  greater 
congestion,  making  the  neighborhood 
more  livable  for  residents  and  visitors 
alike. 

More  reliable  traffic  patterns  as  well  as 
safer  pedestrian  and  bicycle  networks  and 
reattached  pieces  of  the  Emerald 
Necklace. 

Take  advantage  of  the  Mass  Pike's 
capacity  as  the  major  carrier  while 
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employees.  Efforts  need  to  be  tied  to 
broader  process  of  housing  development 
and  transit  improvements  in  Fenway, 
Mission  Hill,  and  other  neighborhoods. 

Direct  bicycles  to  periphery  of  Victory 
Garden.  Create  a  bikeway/greenway  along 
unused  Conrail  railroad  tracks;  link 
bikeway  development  to  redesign  of 
Fenway  T  stop.  Place  bike  racks 
strategically  throughout  the  neighborhood. 
Encourage  MBTA  to  place  bike  racks  on 
backs  of  buses  and  trolleys. 

Identify  places  where  new  bicycle  racks 
can  be  installed.  Encourage  the  MBTA  to 
adopt  buses  with  racks. 

Establish  standards  for  improving  the 
edges  of  parking  lots  with  better  fencing, 
entryway  design,  landscaping,  pedestrian 
spaces,  and  places  to  sit. 

Consider  building  a  new  public  lot  or 
garage  to  accommodate  basic  parking 
needs  and  alleviate  traffic  congestion. 
Coolidge  Corner's  back-of-the-building 
public  lots  might  be  a  good  model. 

Landmark  Center  master  plan  proposes 
changes  that  would  reduce  the  amount  of 
converging  traffic. 

Consider  proposals  to  build  new  ramps 
that  provide  direct  access  to  employment. 
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employers  to  provide  transit  incentives  for 
workers. 

Fenway/Kenmore/Audubon  Circle  is  one 
of  the  City's  most  beautiful  and  engaging 
communities,  which  would  be  more 
appreciated  on  foot  and  on  bicycle  than  in 
a  car.  Any  strategies  to  reduce  automobile 
congestion  would  greatly  enhance  the 
area. 

Bicyclists  all  over  the  city  complain  that 
they  do  not  have  adequate  parking  and 
other  facilities.  To  encourage  bicycling  as 
part  of  a  multi-modal  transportation 
system,  bikes  need  to  be  accommodated 
wherever  responsible  cyclists  travel. 

Especially  on  Boylston  Street,  parking  lots 
create  ugly  voids  that  undermine  the 
pedestrian  quality  of  the  neighborhood 
and  encourage  unsafe  automobile  traffic. 

Automobile  traffic  is  congested  on 
Boylston  Street  partly  because  of  the 
disconnected  system  of  surface  lots.  A 
new  lot  might  help  to  direct  traffic  more 
efficiently  and  reduce  some  of  the 
"cruising"  for  spaces. 

Four  of  the  eight  intersections  received 
"E"  and  "F"  ratings  for  the  time  required 
to  move  through  intersections.  They  are 
Boylston/Ipswich, 
Park/Brookline/Boylston,  The 
Fenway/Brookline/Boylston,  and  The 
Fenway/Avenue  Louis  Pasteur. 

There  is  no  direct  access  to  the  Mass  Pike, 
despite  the  high  levels  of  employment  in 
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Intersections  with  poor  level  of  service 
(LOS)  ratings 
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reducing  the  pressure  on  smaller  carriers 
like  the  Storrow  Drive.  Create  a  better 
appreciation  for  the  Fenway  as  a 
residential  neighborhood. 

Connections  would  enhance  not  only 
Kenmore  Square  and  Fenway,  but  also 
Back  Bay  and  entire  Emerald  Necklace 
and  Charles  River  systems. 

Create  a  more  manageable  traffic  flow, 
making  conditions  better  for  pedestrians 
and  bicyclists  and  more  predictable  for 
automobile  users. 

Massachusetts  Turnpike  requires  regional 
plan. 
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Such  a  ramp  could  reduce  pass-through 
traffic  that  damages  the  neighborhood, 
reduce  pollution,  and  provide  a  more 
efficient  trip  to  work  for  commuters, 
patients,  and  shoppers. 

Widen  sidewalks  to  accommodate  better 
foot  traffic. 

Develop  a  strategic  plan  to  eliminate 
unnecessary  curb  cuts,  widen  sidewalks, 
provide  vegetation  buffers  between 
sidewalks  and  streets,  provide  neck-downs 
to  reduce  crossing  distances,  mark 
crosswalks  (perhaps  with  textured 
paving),  and  lengthen  the  time  allowed  by 
traffic  lights  at  crosswalks. 

Study  the  best  strategy  for  building  a 
garage  that  encourages  drivers  to  avoid 
use  of  neighborhood  streets  and  parking 
spaces. 
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Connection  between  Fenway  and 
Kenmore/Commonwealth  Avenue  is 
dangerous  and  forbidding.  Until  ambitious 
plans  to  restore  previous  streetscape  or 
bury  the  overpass  are  pursued,  interim 
measures  are  desirable. 

At  many  intersections,  it  is  unsafe  for 
pedestrians  to  cross  or  even  walk  on 
sidewalks. 

The  air  space  over  the  Mass  Pike  offers  an 
opportunity  to  relieve  both  traffic  and 
parking  problems. 
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Reducing  housing  pressures  for  some 
residents. 

More  defined,  tightly  knit  neighborhood 
creates  stability. 
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Fenway  Community  Development 
Corporation  unsuccessfully  sought 
funding  from  Department  of 
Neighborhood  Development.  Plans  may 
be  revised  and  resubmitted. 
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Opportunities  for  longterm  housing  below 
market  rate. 

Create  infill  project  to  create  better 
connections  in  residential  area.  Increase 
presence  of  middle-income  and 
professional  people  in  the  neighborhood. 
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Jersey/Peterborough  development  by  the 
Abbey  Group 
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neighborhood.  A  residential  presence 
would  improve  the  corridor  leading  to  the 
new  Landmark  Center,  which  will  be 
metropolitan  draw. 

Fenway/Kenmore/Audubon  Circle  forms 
the  "hinge"  of  Boston's  housing  crunch. 
Efforts  to  alleviate  this  problem  could 
improve  housing  markets  in  nearby  Back 
Bay  and  enhance  the  potential  for  housing 
development  in  Mission  Hill  as  well. 

A  major  housing  initiative  in  conjunction 
with  the  medical  institutions  could  provide 
City  and  national  models  for  public- 
private  collaboration,  housing 
development,  and  multi-modal 
transportation  systems. 

Cooperative  housing  could  stabilize  the 
housing  market  in  this  critical  crossroads 
of  the  City. 

Create  connections  between  developers 
and  neighborhood. 

CO 

CU 
CO 

e 
o 

c 

v> 

o 

id 

X 
'to 

V) 

O 

cu 

T3 

CU 
T3 

cu 
cu 

r- 

P 
U 

Q. 

_o 

CU 
> 
CU 
T3 

2 
.S 

'in 

Q. 
O 

In 

Cl 
D. 

The  report  of  Kenmore/Audubon/Fenway 
Neighborhood  initiative  (KAFNI) 
recommended  consideration  of  building 
on  the  1300  block  of  Boylston  Street,  the 
two  fast-foot  restaurants  (McDonald's  and 
Burger  King),  and  the  parking  lot  of  the 
Orthodox  Church. 

MASCO  must  be  involved  in  discussions 
about  how  to  enhance  housing.  MASCO 
reports  that  its  efforts  so  far  have  placed 
few  employees  in  the  neighborhood. 

Financing  cooperative  projects  is  often 
stymied  by  the  terms  of  government  loans 
and  other  programs,  which  target  funds 
for  affordable  housing. 
Fenway/Kenmore/Audubon  Circle  needs 
to  be  part  of  a  city  wide  strategy  for 
affordable  housing  for  all  income  levels. 

Developments  at  the  Landmark  Center, 
Wentworth  Institute,  and  other  projects 
could  provide  some  money  for  affordable 
housing. 
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in  the  neighborhoods  and  exacerbate  the 
traffic  problems.  The  torn  chain-link 
around  many  parking  lots  aggravate  the 
unsightly  and  intimidating  presence  of 
these  lots.  The  neighborhood  should  study 
other  cities'  approaches  to  discouraging 
large  lots,  designing  lots  better,  and 
managing  the  flow  of  traffic  in  and  out  of 
the  lots. 

The  concept  of  a  mixed-use  community  is 
widely  embraced  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  key  is  to  identify  sites  where  first- 
floor  developments  might  accommodate 
apartments  or  office  space  on  top. 

The  proximity  of  one  of  the  nation's 
largest  employment  centers  offers  a  great 
opportunity  for  both  housing  and 
transportation:  build  housing  within 
walking  distance  of  the  hospitals  to 
promote  the  "walk  to  work"  program. 

By  removing  some  of  the  investment 
incentives  and  securing  significant  up- 
front financing,  cooperatives  have  reduce 
the  overall  cost  of  housing  and  provide 
much-needed  stability  for  middle-class 
residents. 

Under  the  city's  linkage  policy, 
developers  and  institutions  must  set  aside 
money  for  housing  and  other  community 
enhancements. 

a 

CU 

< 

3 

o 

OX) 

_p 

co 

3 

o 

X! 
u 

c2 

CO 

C 
CU 

E 
cl 

_o 

cu 
> 
cu 

T3 

<u 

to 
3 
i 

-o 

CU 
X 

i 

ox) 
c 

to 

3 
O 

x: 

T3 

O 

o 

OX) 

p 
o 
-J 

<u 
-a 
o 

E 

OX) 

_c 

'co 

3 
O 

x; 
<u 
> 

03 
l— 
CU 
CL 
O 

o 

O 

cu 

Xj 

3 

o 
32 

3 

CQ 

>> 

CU 

p 
o 

E 

CU 

OX) 

P3 

__ 

3 

J 

OJ 
OX) 
C3 

a. 


oo 


to 

3 
OX) 

3 

< 


* 


